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The metro pennant home and away season has finished, 

the finals are now on us. 

Congratulations to those sides that have gained 

flags or promotions. 

Commiserations to those sides that will be relegat-

ed next season. 

The ERBR Championship events have almost concluded. 

Just the Champion of Champions and the Over 60s 

Singles to run. 

Good luck to all our ERBR winners who will now pro-
gress to compete in the State Championships in 

Bendigo next month. 

Plenty of local tournaments are on soon, including BPL 

qualifiers. 

Check out the advertisements in this issue. 

It’s time to now look further afield: 

The Vic Open in Gippsland starts in under two 
weeks’ time. The draws have already been pub-

lished. 

Entries have now opened for the Bowls Vic-run 

events: 

• Under 18 State Championships 

• State Novice Carnival 

• State Over 60s Carnival 

• State Para Championships 

The Australian Open on the Gold Coast will be in June. 

Entries are now open. 

TIME IS FLYING 
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And so, another Pennant season has come and gone.  14-week seasons are far too 

short.  However, given the calendar is jam packed with a plethora of events and 

tournaments, returning to an 18-week season plus finals will not be possible for 

some time. 

 

I trust that the season saw personal and Club goals and aspirations achieved.  Per-

haps the off-season may be an opportunity to focus on self-improvement if personal 

goals were not achieved. 

 

Congratulations also to those Clubs who made finals and were successful in gaining 

promotion to a higher-grade next season.  And to those Clubs and volunteers who 

hosted finals matches, thank you for showcasing the Region’s facilities. 

 

The Eastern Ranges Night Pennant competition has also concluded.  A 10-week season comprising 12 teams 

played in two Sections.  In a hard-fought match, section winners Lilydale and Mitcham 3 played in the final, 

with Lilydale gaining the advantage and taking the title for this season.  A big thank you to those Clubs who 

have supported this competition and to Garry Pickering who gives his time as the sole manager for this event. 

 

Bowls Victoria are considering a more formal night competition for next season.  In which case this event may 

have run its course in the current format.  Further information will be provided at a Club Delegates meeting 

later this month. 

 

The Over 60’s Pairs Championship has concluded.  While this event is no longer a pathway to State Champi-

ons Week, it is important that the Region supports those who are not able to attend the Over 60’s Carnival. 

 

In the Women’s event, the composite team of Lyn Cameron and Sandy Elliott was successful over Monbulk’s 

Gordana Baric and Irma Turner. 

 

In the Men’s event, the Burwood District team of Daryl Contessotto and Tony Villani was successful over the 

composite team of Colin Veenendaal and Neville Brown. 

 

The Mixed Pairs event has also been ‘run and won’. In a close match, the Glen Waverley team of Champay 

Oram and Rod Petersen was successful over the Lilydale team of Olivia Slade and Josh Sanders. 

 

Entries for the Over 60’s Singles Championship close on 24 March 2024. 

 

The final Championship event for the season will be the Champion of Champions commencing 16 March 

2024. 

 

In other news, Eastern Ranges representatives Kirsten Day (Yarra Glen), Olivia Slade (Lilydale) and Jessica 

Wallace (Lilydale) have been selected to play in BV’s Women’s City squad.  The City versus Country Series will 

see players compete in three Tests over the weekend of 6th and 7th April 2024 at Bendigo East Bowling Club. 

 

A Region Club Delegates meeting is scheduled for 20 March 2024.  This meeting will be held electronically.  

There are several strategic decisions to be determined at this meeting, so it is important that all Clubs are rep-

resented. 

 

For those not heading away during the off-season, there is plenty of opportunity to continue with competitive 

bowls.  Events such as the Victorian Open, the over 60s carnival, the Australian Open, the Australian Indoor 

Championship, the BPL Cup and other quality Club tournaments, allows one to play all year round. 

 

And if you are heading heading off to warmer climates during the off season, safe travels and enjoy the break. 

 

In the meantime, good bowling to all. 

 

Richard Sanzin  



ERBR 

Women’s Over 60s Pairs 2024 

 

Irma Turner (Monbulk) 

Gordana Baric (Monbulk) 

ERBR 

Women’s Over 60s Pairs 2024 

 

Lyn Cameron (Mooroolbark) 

Sandy Elliott (Heathmont) 

ERBR 

Men’s Over 60s Pairs 2024 

 

Colin Veenendaal (Mitcham) 

Neville Brown (Pakenham) 

ERBR 

Men’s Over 60s Pairs 2024 

 

Tony Villani (Burwood District) 

Daryl Contessetto (Burwood District) 

3 



ERBR Mixed Pairs 2024 

 

Olivia Slade (Lilydale) 

Josh Sanders (Lilydale) 

ERBR Mixed Pairs 2024 

 

Rod Peterson (Glen Waverley) 

Champay Oram (Glen Waverley) 
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The Night Pennant competition has concluded for an-

other year, over the last three weeks the finals have 

progressed as follows: 

 

The Tuesday qualification finals were played across 

both Mitcham and Blackburn bowls clubs on the 20th 

February: 

Mitcham 1 defeated Upwey-Tecoma by 22 

shots (89-67) 

Lilydale defeated Mitcham 2 by 18 shots (85-

67) 

Mitcham 3 defeated Ferntree Gully by 29 

shots (86-57) 

Blackburn defeated Mooroolbark by 36 shots 

(92-56) 

 

The semi-finals were played at Burwood District Bowls 

Club on the 27 February: 

Lilydale defeated Mitcham 1 by 7 shots (75-

68) 

Mitcham 3 defeated Blackburn 1 by 3 shots 

(67-64) 

 

The final was played at Mitcham Bowls Club on Tues-

day 5 March 2024.  

Lilydale defeated Mitcham 3 by 9 shots (78-

69).  Well done to both teams for a great 

game. 

 

Bowls Victoria conducted a successful trial with the 

Metro West Region’s Night Pennant this season. This 

will be expanded to include Eastern Ranges Night Pen-

nant in the 24/25 season. 

 

Changes to the night pennant competition in the 

24/25 season will be: 

Bowls Victoria would take over the administration 

of the competition and  provide support across 

various aspects, including competition crea-

tion, managing entries, and club training), as-

sistance in developing Conditions of Play, and 

effective promotion through the Bowlslink por-

tal. 

Regions would continue to handle fee collection 

for the event and retain responsibility for deci-

sions about which evening of play and format. 

Bowls Victoria would organise a Finals Series be-

tween the Region winners (potentially across 

multiple grades) at a central venue, with the 

format determined by BV. 

 

A survey will be conducted to seek feedback on the 

competition and any improvements that could be 

made. This will be to existing clubs asking for ideas on 

how the competition could be improved and to the re-

maining Eastern Region clubs to see the level of inter-

est in joining the Bowls Victoria run competition. 

Garry Pickering 
Chair—Night Pennant 
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This is a summary of Beryl’s achievements as present-

ed by Ian Milgate at the opening of the Beryl Ayres Pa-

vilion in October 2023. 

 

BERYL AYRES PAVILION 
A Lifetime of Achievements 

Who in their lifetime can say that they have won 90 

Championships over 45 years in their chosen sport. I 

would say only a Legend and that legend is Beryl Ayres 

from the Healesville Bowling Club. Beryl's first Champi-

onship was in 1971 and her last Championship only a 

few years ago in 2020. It is difficult to comprehend, so I 

will outline Beryl's achievements. 

1995 State Title Championships Group Winner 

1996 State Title Championships Group Winner 

2005 State Title Championships Zone Winner 

1992 State Title Championships (Last 8 in the Country 

Section) 

At a club Level Beryl was invincible winning year after 

year and becoming a Life Member in 1996. Her Club 

Championships included- 

Ladies Club Handicap Champion Pairs 2019 -2020 

Ladies Champion of Champions 8 times between 1978- 

2007 

Ladies State Singles Champion 7 times between 1981 -

2006 

Ladies Club Champion Singles 31 times between 1971 -

2015 

Ladies Club Champion Pairs 12 times between 1992- 

2015 

Ladies Club Handicap Champion Singles 16 times be-

tween 1974- 2000 

Ladies State Pairs Champion 3 times between 1995 - 

2003 

Ladies MV Singles Champion 4 times between 1997- 

2007 

Ladies MV Pairs Champion 4 times between 1974 -

1994 

As well as this remarkable achievement Beryl also won 

several Golf and Tennis Championships, and if you 

think that is incredible, during her younger years Beryl 

pulled on a football 

jumper when Wom-

en's football was un-

heard of. 

I could not think of a 

more deserving per-

son to be honoured 

and remembered as 

the greatest Lawn 

Bowler that has 

played for the Heales-

ville Bowling Club, 

and the name Beryl 

Ayres will be remem-

bered forever, as our 

newly renovated Pa-

vilion is named after her. "The Beryl Ayres Pavilion" 

Thank you to Aaron Violi, Cindy Mc.Leish, Jim Child and 

Fionia McAllister for showing your sincere interest in 

opening the Beryl Ayres pavilion and your kind words 

about Beryl who is not only a sporting legend but a 

beautiful, gentle human bean, and to all the people 

who turned up on the day to join in the celebrations, a 

big thank you. It means a lot to The Healesville Bowling 

Club, and of course Beryl, who wonders "What's all the 

fuss about" and to her son Robert who thinks the world 

of his mother and is forever grateful for naming the Pa-

vilion after her. 

Regards 

Ian Milgate 

 

Beryl passed away peacefully on Saturday, February 

24, 2024, aged 95 years. She is sadly missed by the 

Healesville Bowling Club. She was also well known and 

loved amongst our region’s bowling clubs.  

Her funeral is at the Healesville football club rooms on 

14th March 2024 at 11 am for those who wish to at-

tend.  

A TRIBUTE TO HEALESVILLE’S LEGEND: BERYL AYRES 
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https://bit.ly/BV2024SC_U18?fbclid=IwAR3VC3Skk9XNV_VUE5LQ3ZyWH4Ip3pM7fvyDbxwFKmF2SiYYlqxm4zVzoEY
https://bit.ly/BV2024SC_Para?fbclid=IwAR1_DhflnSXX4Am3PAUW_DeU6gMR21RWXORkXZzZsfwALtWIOJANdT-F9s0
https://bit.ly/BV_O60Carnival2024?fbclid=IwAR1Zae5yg5IB4oly9FhIg4HskPyZGzlXV7ZFQkMHCm3gQn6bjpLU5dMFbe0
https://bit.ly/BV_NoviceCarnival2024?fbclid=IwAR1qXIrp2rohg-lUY3kSUny4L_E6AsMByWoXljRomNLkYAY7WHwXp2KCi0s
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